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Status 

1 )KI Responsive to communication(s) filed on 18 July 2008 . 
2a )^ This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1, 2 and 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
incomplete for omitting essential steps, such omission amounting to a gap between the 
steps. See MPEP § 2172.01 . The omitted steps are: the steps required to process the 
production of a casing. Applicant should refer to US Patent 2049100 for proper step 
formatting. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1, 2 and 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
US patent 2049100, Baker. 

In regards to claims 1 , 2 and 5, as best understood, Baker discloses a process 
for the production of a casing with protective bellows for a transmission device, such as 
a transmission joint, comprising at least two shafts movable at least one of axially and 
angularly relative to each other, this casing with bellows, of which at least a portion of 
the bellows is radial, having at each open end a section for securement to the 
transmission device, characterized in that the process consists in molding the casing 
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with bellows, with a hollow mold and at least one core, each having at least one 
complementary helicoidal screw thread delimiting the molding space, and in demolding 
the formed casing by relative unscrewing of the casing and the core so as to obtain a 
single-piece casing, 

Wherein the largest cross-section of the core or cores is arranged have a 
diameter less than or equal to the passage section of the securement section of largest 
dimension of the casing with bellows, and 

the core or cores and the body of the mold have a truncated concical shape. 

Claims 6, 7 and 10-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by US patent 6461695, Schaap. 

In regards to claims 6, 7 and 10-12, Schaap discloses a casing (28) with 
protective bellows of a transmission device, such as a transmission joint, comprising at 
least two shafts movable at least one of axially and angularly relative to each other, this 
casing with bellows, of which at least one portion of the bellows is radial, having at each 
open end a section for securement to the transmission device, characterized in that the 
casing is in the form of a single-piece body free from an internal axial joint plane, at 
least one portion of the bellows being of helicoidal arrangement, the securement section 
of largest size having a passage section greater than or equal to the diameter delimited 
by the summit of the largest bellows, 

the bellows are of progressive diameter inscribed within a truncated cone, and 
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the casing comprising at least one region adapted to either absorb a mechanical 
couple during unscrewing or permit a blocking in rotation. 

Note, the method of forming the device is not germane to the issue of 
patentability of the device itself. Therefore, this limitation is given little patentable weight. 
Response to Arguments 
Applicant's arguments with respect to claims above have been considered but 
are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See M PEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Aaron M. Dunwoody whose telephone number is 571- 
272-7080. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30 am - 4:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Daniel P. Stodola can be reached on 571-272-7087. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Aaron M Dunwoody/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3679 
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